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Mr. MAY OR. 


SIR, 
| Never intended the following Diſ- 

courſe ſhould have been publiſhed, 
my farther than the Ow, But hea- 
ring (after it was preached) what un- 
und Cenſures was paſſed upon it in 
ſome Mens Converſation, I reſolved, 
without taking Notice of their Names, 
to let the World ſee how much I was 
wronged. 

They may ſay it was Impertinent 
in Me to tell the Corporation, that 
they ought to continue the Allowance 
they formerly paid for Reading daily 


Prayers in St. Mary's Church; but I 
A * WI [l 1 '% 


will ſtill venture to ſay (and as It, 
not my own Advocate, all unprejud, 
ced Perſons will believe me) that I d. 
but what I ought. Liberari Animan 
cam. I have only diſcharged m 
Conſcience, and if it ket the World , 
% 4 Secret, I can't help that. Sure 
2, that it is mine, and every hone 
Man's Buſineſs, to make known ever 
Thing that may do Cod and the Churc| 
a Service: I was pleaſed with the Op 
portunity, and beſeech God to give ml 


more of them. 
1288 

This Sermon was preached as a Teſ 
timon) of my Reſpect for Tou, and 
hope Tou will accept this Copy of it as 
fuch. I have the mo grateful Herſe 


h nc 


of your Favours, and am, 


Your obliged and obed ent, 
humble Servant, 


FRANC1s PECK. 
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PRO V. XXIX, 2. 


When the Righteous are in Authority, the Pecple rejoice ; 
But when the Wicked bear Rule, the People mourn. 


1 
}p H E Words, which are here tranſlated, when 
7 the Righteous are in Authority, are expreſſed 


zore near the Original, by reading inſtead of 
hem ( as ſome of our old Bibles do $ when the 
Righteous are increaſed. 

Take it this Way, the Antitheſis indeed is not 
þ florid and complcat ; But Truth, and not Rhe- 
oric, is what every good Trarflator ought to 
ſerve. 

Take it either Way (cither to ſignifie the Righ- 
ut being in Authority, or that they are increaſed ) 
ad there is good Reaſon, as it follows, for the 
Prople to rejoice. 

Bur, if there be good Reaſon for the People to re- 
vice, when the Righteous are in Authority; As much, 
ormore, is there tor them to mourn, when the Wick- 
d bear Rule. For as great a Bleſſing as rhe one 1s, 
ne other is as great a Curſe. Thus, K. ings them- 
elves, weread, have been given in Wrath, as well 

is in Mercy. A Dioclefian may ariſe as well as 2 
loſtantine. Hereby the Fate of Nations, like that 
A 3 of 
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of private Men, is chequered with good, and bac 
Fortune; And ſo to puniſh, or reward, Mankind 
God is often pleaſed to make Mankind it ſelf the 
Inſtrument, Hence alſo it comes to pals, that a 
Kings, ſo inferior Magiſtrates ( tho' in a lowe 
Degree} are (as they behave themſclves) the Dc 
light, or the Plague, of them that ſubſiſt under 
their Power. For a Flame, as well as a Fire. Sw 
may be kindled from a Spark, as well as a Coal 
and ſo thoſe very Things, which are a Means t nce 
preſerve, may be as caſily perverted to deſtroy u- 

ben therefore the Righteous are in Authority, th 
People rejoice; tut when the Wicked bear Rule, thi 
People mourn, 

I ſhall nor ſpend any farther Preface in openin 
the Deſign of my Text; but as Thar, and the 
Occaſion of the Day lcads me, proceed to enquirt 

Firſt, Into the Character of a good Magiſtrate 
from the firſt Part of my Text, When the Rig breci 
are in Authority, the People rejoice, And 

Secondly, Into the Character of a bad Magi 
ſtrate, from the latter Part of my Text, When th: 
Wicked bear Rule, the People mcurn. 

Firſt then, I am to enquire into the Characien 
of a good Magiſtrate, frem the firſt Part of my 
Text, Ihen the Righteous are in Authority, the Pecpls 
rejoices | 
Our holy Mother the Church of England, with 

great Propriety of Expreſſion, beſeeches God to 
bleſs and keep the Magiſtrate, giving them Grace to exY 
ecute Fuſtice, and to maintain Truth. | 
One Part of a good Magiſtrate then is, to exe} 
cute Juſtice, 
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[ need not here obſerve, that Juſtice is always 
etured with a Veil before her Eyes, thereby to 
ntimate, that no Favour nor Friendſhip mult be 
hewn, even our deareſt Friends and Relations, to 
the Prejudice of Truth and Honour; Or that, as 
de is ſaid to weigh Matters, in the one Hand, 
wich the Scales of Equity and Reaſon ; fo ſhe hath 
Sword, in the other, to {mite Offenders wirh- 
qut Diſtinction. All this is but to ſay, that Juſ- 
ice ought to be impartial; well-weighed with 
the Scale, and well- executed with the Sword. 

Burt then, let it be obſerved, this Execution of 
ſultice doth not hinder a good Magittrate from 
exerciſing the Chriſtian Offices of Love and Good- 
will, He may pity, tho' he may not ſpare, Of- 
fenders. If he does, he beareth the Sword in vain. 
And again, as be is ordained for the Praiſe of them 
that do well, as well as the Puniſhment of Ewil- Doers ; 
ſoit is his Duty to reward, as well as to puniſh. 
To reward them thar live peaceably, with Pro- 
tection; Them that are uſeful in their Generation, 
and ſerviceable to Society, with higher Favours. 

But farther, Another Part of a good Magiſtrate 
s, to maintain Truth. | 
To maintain Truth no Man hardly ever wants 
Opportunity, if he want not Courage. Bur the 
higher his Station is, ſo much the greater is the 
Obligation, becauſe the greater is his Power. 
And indeed Truth meets with ſo many Oppreſ- 
lors, and deſigning Men have ſo many Ends in 
perverting it, that if the Magiſtrate do not, pri- 
vate Men muſt needs be unable, to preſerve either 
It, or Themſelves, from Violence. 

A 4 | Herein 


(8) 


Herein then conſiſts one Office of a good Magi 
firare, to be a Friend to diſtreſſed Innocence, . 
inform himſelf well what Truth is, and to main 
tain it as bravely, Thus there is a Truth in Reli 
gion; There is a Truth in Mens Characters 
5 here is a Truth in every Cauſe that is tried be 
fore him; which it well becomes him firſt to ex 
amine, and then to maintain. | 

Bur farther. The Encouragement of Religion 
above all other Things, is the moſt ſhining Part 
of a good Magiſtrate. Under ſuch a Perſon there 
fore we ſee, in the tirſt Place, a conſtant Regari 
tor the Honour of the Sabath. For to make 
People ſpend that Day well, is a very likely Mean 
to produce good Thoughts, ard good Words 
and good Works all the reſt of the Week. A man 
ya Laws we have therefore againſt the Travel 
ing of Stage-Coaches, againſt the Exerciſe of an 
Trade, agaialt the frequenting of Taverns and 
publick Houſes, in Time of divine Service: Law 
which want nothing but the Execution, to mak 
us a betrer People. 

Again, Swearing, and Prophareneſs, and Immo 


rality, are Vices which a good Magiſtrate is alf 
ways endeavouring to correct and ſuppreſs. Bu 
the firſt of Theſe (to ſuch a Height is the Wick$ 
edneſs of rhe Times, wherein we live, ariſen ) iY 
grown fo ſadly common, that there is hardly any 
paſſing in our Streets without hearing the molt ſay 


cred Name of God prophaned, ard the moft ex 
ecrable Oaths and Curſes uttered, and loud! 
too, upon the moſt trifling Occaſions, with al 


imaginable Impudence aud Impunity ! I will not 
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ay, that ſince Soldiers became common in Sam- 
ford, Oaths, or any other Sins, became fo too. 
But ſure there are Laws, and ſure there will be a 
Magiſtrate that will put them in Force, that will 
be aſhamed to hear his God affronted, and not 
reſolve ro puniſh the Offender ? 

It is not indeed for ſuch inferior Perſons as I 
am, to direct the Magiſtrate. Bur, as it is a Part 
of the Miniſter's Duty to put his Auditors in Mind 
to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey 
Magiſtrates; ſo perhaps it may not be quite for- 
reign to that Office to remember Magiſtrates 
themſelves, with all Gentleneſs and Decency of 
Expreſſion, of the Ends of their Appointment, 
how they may adorn their own Characters, and 
be more amply ſerviceable to the Society they 
are tO govern, ; 

Permit me then, You the Right Worſhipful the May- 
r, and Tow the Worſbipful the Aldermen of this Corpo- 
ration, to lay before You, from Your own Town- 
books, a few of thoſe honourable Orders which 
have been formerly made by ſome of the Magi- 
ſtrates of this Corporation; They are worthy of 
every good Man's Imitation, and may perhaps be 
the Occaſion of more Good hereafrer, than we 
are at preſent aware of. 

In the 3d Year of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth 
an Order was made, That no Perſon ſhould breok-faſt 
on Sundays (or even on Holy-days } in any publi ck 
Houſe in this Town, under the Penalty of forfeiting three 
Shillings and four Pence for every ſuch Offence. 

gain. It was at the ſame Time ordered, That 
vo Shop-windows in this Town ſhouJd be opened on * 
as 
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days or- Holy-days, under the hle Penalty of fuſririn I N 
three Shillings and four Pence for every fuch Offence, vich 
This was the Care they took of the Sabbath, vers 
and had Swearing, or any other Vices, been as ae 
common then as they are now; There is no Doubt T 
but they would have been equally ſevere, in the du 
Reformation of them. wy 
E will mention only one Thing more at preſent, Mie 
roſhew their Zeal for the Honour of God and his Ml Tl. 
Service. | 
In the 13th Year of the Reign of the ſaid Queen 
Elixabeth, it was unanimouſly ordered and appoir- 
red by the Aldermen and, Corporation of this 
Town in their common Hall aſſembled, That Mor- 
ning and Evening Prayer ſhould be read every Day in 
the Tear at 5 a Clock in the Morning, and 5 a Check in 
the Evening, in this Pariſh-Church of the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, and that one Perſon at leaſt of every Family in 
the whole Corporation ſhould be preſent at every ſuch Ma- 
wing and Evening Service, under the Penalty of forfeit: 
ing 4 d. to the Poor, for every ſuch Offence. 
It People do not Care for rifing ſo early now as 
their Forctathers to ſerve God, that is no Reaſon 
againſt having Prayers twice a Day. Any Part of 
our Duty is better done late, than never. Beſides, 
when Men are ſo good as to fulfil the Senſe, no 
Bod will inſiſt upon the Letter, of the Obligation. 
This good Cuſtom continued long in this Town, 
(probably *ciil the great Rebellion in the Time of 
King Charles the firſt) for in the twenty firſt Year I 
of the Reign of King James the firſt (as I find MI 
alſo in your own Books) Timothy Ever, Clerk, 
was paid the ordinary Allowance, for Reading Prayers 
in this Place, by the Corporation. What 
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What that Allowance was, or why it is now 
withdrawn, does not at preſent appear, How- 
+ aer, the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing, which I 

„ae to be This, is {till the ſame. 
übt There were Lands given by King Edward the 
the WI Sixth, of a conſiderable yearly Value, to this Cor- 
poration. Theſe Lands of old belonged to the 
n+ id or Fraternity of Corpus Chriſti in this Town; 
his That Fraternity (while they were permitted) aſ- 
ſembled every Day ro Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice in the North Chancel of this Church, which 
(belonging to them) was thence called Corpus 
Chriſti Chappel, and there (before the Suppreſſion) 
they maintained two Prieſts or Chaplains to ſay 
the daily Service. f. But this Gild being diflol- 
wed, and the Lands given to the Corporation, the 
Corporation for many Years afterwards _ 
raine 
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. Ex Libro MS. olim Gul. Cecil Baronis de Burgh- 
ley. 

Gilda Beatz Maria & Corporis Chriſti de Stamford, 
De Fundatione nihil confiat, ſed quoad conſtare 
I fiterit ex Relatione Parochianorum ibidem Terre & 
Ieuementa Subjequentes fuerunt date & conceſſe per 
quoſdam ignotos pro Suſtentatione duorum Capellano- 
rum ce lebrantium in Eccleſia B. Mariæ ibidem, pro 
Animabus Donatorunm & aliorum, in perpetuum. 
Cujus Incumbents ſunt, Gulielmus Horwood atatis 60 
annorum, © Richardus Gilmin atatis 42 annorum, 
qui percipiunt per Manus Aldermanni dictbæ Gildæ (pro 
Tempore exiſtentis) pro Salariis Suis (viz. diftus Gul, 
Horwood) 51. 6s. 8d. & (diftus Rich. Gilmin) 51. 
der Aunum ; nullam aliam habentes Promotionem. Ex- 

mus 
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rained a Reader to perform daily Service. And 
this is the Service at which the Inhabitants were 
enjoyned to be preſent, and for Reading of which 
Mr Evet (and doubtleſs many others before him) 
was allowed a yearly Stipend by the Corpota- 
tion. 

If then Prayer be a neceſſary Duty, and the 
Corporation be poſſeſſed of thoſe Lands which 
were given to maintain Tuo, ſurely it can be no 
unreaſonable Thing to expect it ſhould yet make 
ſome Allowance out of one Hundred and Sixty 
Pounds a Year which it thus became poſſeſſed 
of, * for the Maintenance of one Miniſter to car- 
ry on a Work {o much for the Honour of God, 
and the Good of Society. Great Sums will nor 


be 
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itus & Perficua Terrarum Subſequentium annuatin 
percipiuntur per dictum Aldermannum, ad uſum pre- 
dium, &c. 

Then follows a Rental of the ſaid Lands & Eſtate. 


*. The late moſt pious and gracious Prince King 
Edward the 6th, gave the Lands and Tenements for- 


merly belouging to the diſſolved Gild or Fraternity of i 


Corpus Chriſti in Stamford to the Alderman and 
Burgeſſes and their Succeſſors for ever, which ave worth 
to the Town at freſent 160 l. per Annum, beine the 
greateſt Revtuue the Town hath in Lands at this Time, 
Butcher's Survey of Stamford. 2d Edit. p. 60, 
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be required for this Service, but then the eaſier it 
done (I hope I may be allowed to preſs it ſo 
ar as to ſay, that) God and good Men will the 
ooner expect it. Beſides which, the Want of 
uch a daily Service (not only in this Pariſh, bur 
u the whole Town) the Obligations of Grati- 
de to your Benefactors Memory, and of Pity to 
the Church from whence thoſe Lands were taken, 
ne other Reaſons pleading very ſtrongly for the 
Revival. 

But to return. There are a many other Parti- 
ulars whereby good Magiſtrates may cauſe their 
Liehts to (bine before Men, may cauſe the Righteous to 
#joice, and, without any Charge of Vain-glory, 
obtain the Character of being Honourable Men in 
their Generations: But Theſe I ſhall for the preſent 
mit. The Order of my Diſcourſe now leading 
ne 1n the 

Second Place, to enquire into the Character of 
bad Magiſtrate, from the latter Part or my 
Text, when the Wicked bear Rule, the People mourn. 

Magiſtrates, like Trees, may be known by their 
Fruits. For, as our Saviour ſays, do Mer gather 
Grapes of Thorns ? 

If we conſider any Society as a Body, we ſhall 
certainly find that ir is the Duty of every Magi- 
rat e to preſerve Peace and a mutual Good-will 
zmong the Members of it; That (as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it in another Caſe ) the Eye may uct ſay to 
the Hand I have no Need of thee; nor again, the 
Head to the Feet I have.no Need of yeu. Thus is it 
that a good Head (or good Magiſtrate) careth for 
the Members, and the Members in Return ſubmit 
themſelves 
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themſelves to his Government, becauſe they lo 
him. Whereas Submiſſion to a bad Magiſtrate 
occaſioned by the worſt of all Securities, and th; 
is Fear, And, if che Domination of ſuch a Pe; 
ſon laſt only for a Time, what a ridiculous Perſo 
is he, when it is once expired? 

But to enter into his Character. Inſtead of «x you 
ecnting Juſtice (as he ought) with Impartiality, par 
bad Magiſtrate will bribe, extort, oppreſs; an" 
Thing to enrich himſelf, or maintain his Tyrann 
It was a Senſe of this Truth that made the wil 
Man ſay, Envie not the Oppreſſor, and chuſe nou WW” 
his Ways, On the other Hand, a good Mag 
ſtrate is ſtrictly juſt, when the Offence is evident 
But as charitable, when it wants a Proof. Where 
as a bad Magiſtrate (as he is made up of Contr 
dictions) is poſitive in doubtful Matters, whe 
the Appearance of any Thing makes for him 


And wants to be convinced where there is a De . 
monſtration, when any Thing makes againſt him 
This Temper of his is well deſcribed by the 80 whe 
of Sirach, The rich Man hath done Wrong, and yet n N 
threatneth withal ; The Poor is wronged, and yet he mu ry 
entreat alſo, Ecclus 13. 3 13 

Here then, becauſe ir looks as if bad Magiſtrat q 
had ſomething thar is good in them, They tha 
hear me will be ſurpriſed when I mention the * 
Modeſty. But it is a Modeſty peculiar to them 05 
ſelves. They cannot bear the Sight ot True 
becauſe ſhe is naked. Falſhood (they think) be 15 
cauſe ſhe dreſſes well, makes a far better Figure T 


Little therefore mult Truth expect to be main 
408.1: 
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ied by Them who hate the Sight of her. For 
Et Reaſon, or Revelation, lead her by the Hand; 
e is Nill Truth, and {till therefore to be ab- 
wrred, No! Reaſon muſt not argue, Revelation 
muſt not preach, before a bad Magiſtrate for 
fear of diſturbing him. Under him { if you 
could pleaſe him) you mult be ſo far from com- 
gaining of any Injury or Wrong, that you muſt 
ot feel it! When Others ay his Oppreſſion is 
molerable, you muſt help him to increaſe the 
furden! Under him (if you would pleaſe him) 
jou muſt be delighted with the Cries of the Fa- 
derleſs and Widow, and joyn with him to eat 
he Bread of Charity! Under him (if you would 
leaſe him) inſtead of Truth, you muſt maintain 
tat Right is Wrong, and Wrong, Right; In a 
Word, Execute all that is Unjult, and maintain all 
hat is Falſe ! | 
My Time will not allow me to inſiſt any far- 
her upon them ; But Theſe, and ſuch as Theſe, 
me the Ways of great Oppreſſors; A Copy of 
which, in Miniature, 1s ſometimes met with in 
he leaſt Tetrarchates, And thus Men are filled 
rith Joy, or overwhelmed with Grief, under the 
\dminiſtration of good, or bad, Magiſtrates. 
for they find by Experience, that good Magi- 
rates conſider Society; That they rule not for 
their own, but the common Good. While bad 
Ones affect Dominion, only that they may ſerve 
155 add and have the more Power to do Miſ- 
chief. a 
As for this Town, it hath been governed by ſe- 
4; eral Sort of Magiſtrates and preſcriptive a 
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The firſt we read of were called Liegemen, + thi 
next Aldermen of the Gild, the next Aldermen of thi 
Town,” and the next Mayors of it. Thus hath th 
Digit of chief Magiſtrate of this Place riſen high 
ex by Degrees, and been often increaſed with Ho 
nours. Several Kings have alſo favoured the Towi 
with new Charters, wherein each of them confi 
med the old, and added new Priviledges to th 
former; Priviledges that were granted to encou 
rage the Induſtry, and Loyalty, and Virtue o 
Its Inhabitants. 
To You, SIR, it then belongs; To You wh( 
have at preſent the chief Place in the Governmen 
of this Corporation, to act up to the Character « 
à good Magiltrate. In all Men to encourage tru 
Loyalty, and true Religion. To ſee that every hol 
neſt Man be protected in his proper Calling, th 
the Priviledges of the Corporation be ſtrictly mai; 
"rxined, and Juſtice impartially adminiſtered. Ay 
bove All, that neither God's holy Name, or hg 
Sabbath, be profaned by naughty Men; Bur, as i 
is beneath a good Magiſtrate to puniſh any Mal 
"that is good; or ſpare any Man that is wicked 
In Your Time at leaſt let Virtue have its due En 
couragement, and Vice its due Correction. & 
ſball your Neighbours and the Inhabitants of th 
"Town, rejoice, as they do this Day, at every Hg 
nour that is conferred upon You ; And only be lol 
ry when there is not ſuch another Perſon as Yo 
"ſelf, in the Offiee Lon are now to maintain. 
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= In Stamford T: R. E. erant 12 Legemanni, & ; 
; Doomlday Survey. — | 93 
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